COLLINSVILLE-TROY
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1400 Troy Road, Collinsville, Illinois 62234
Focus on God’s Word Find the Truth Follow the Lord

Sunday Worship Assembly 9:30 AM
Sunday Bible Classes (All Ages) 11:00 AM
Wednesday Adult Bible Class 1:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Classes (All Ages) 7:00 PM

Focus. Find. Follow.

wusos JN@ Correspondent ...

James & the Great Blessing of Prayer

he Book of James has been called “The Book of Monday-through-Saturday-Religion.” That’s not a bad
description, considering how very practical the teachings of its 108 verses are for our lives today. Espe-
cially refreshing and informative are its teachings on the subject of prayer. Take time to study the fol-
lowing notes.

James tells us the most fundamental principle of prayer. “Let him ask of God” (1:5). Prayer is not an empty
communication into the air; it is speaking directly to the Creator and Sustainer of this universe (who is my Fa-
ther!). How simple the thought— “You do not have because you do not ask™ (4:2). But prayer is more than just
asking for things. It is my greatest opportunity to “draw near to God” (4:8) and to “bless our God” (3:9). Oh, what
a blessing!

James tells us when and for what we should pray. At the very beginning of his letter, James encourages us, “If
any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God” (1:5). There’s not a single one of us who does not need to beg for
“the wisdom that is from above” (3:17). “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray” (5:13). While we might
think our suffering is ever-present, it really is not. But God is ever-present, ready to be there with us and to
strengthen us. Oh, what a blessing!

James tells us that our prayers should look beyond ourselves. Oh, how the church would benefit tremendously
today if we would each practice these four words—Pray for one another” (5:16). This verse is especially ad-
dressing the need to pray for one another’s spiritual condition (“your trespasses”), but two verses earlier also ad-
dressed the need to pray for physical conditions and illnesses (“anyone among you is sick,” 5:14). Praying for one
another—oh, what a blessing!

James tells us how we should pray. After telling us to ask of God, he says, “But let him ask in faith, with no
doubting” (1:6). We need to put our unwavering trust in God. We do this when we “submit to God” (4:7),
“humble [ourselves] in the sight of the Lord” (4:10), and pray with a heart that says, “If the Lord wills...” (4:15).
If you do not approach the throne of grace in this manner, consider these words, “You ask and do not receive be-
cause you ask amiss” (4:3). Asking in faith—oh, what a blessing!

James tells us that prayer is powerful. The prophet Elijah is set forth as a great example of the power of pray-
er in the life of an ordinary man of God who “prayed earnestly” (5:17). The account of Elijah is used to illustrate
this great point: “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (5:16). Prayer—oh, what a bless-
ing! — David Sproule
- From the Great Smokey Mountain Messenger, 3078 Veterans Blvd. Pigeon Forge, TN
- https://bulletingoldextra.blogspot.com/search/label/Prayer

For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth. 1 Thessalonians 1:8



The Correspondent

WHO ARE You?

1 Peter 2:4-11

I. Eight Descriptions
A. Spiritual House- v. 5, Ephesians 2:19-22, 3:17, 1 Corinthi-

B.

C.

D.

ans 3:16, 6:19

A Holy and Royal Priesthood- v. 5, 9, Numbers 3:1-10,
Revelation 1:6, Romans 8:17, James 2:5

A Chosen Race, a Holy Nation, His Own Possession- v. 9,
Ephesians 1:4, Romans 9:25-26, 2 Corinthians 6:17, 1 Pe-
ter 1:18-19

Sojourners and Exiles- v. 11, Hebrews 11:13, Philippians
3:20, John 15:19

II. Four Applications
A.
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Offer Spiritual Sacrifices- v. 5, Hebrews 10:10-12, 13:15-
16, Romans 12:1-2

Proclaim His Excellencies- v. 9, Romans 1:14-16, Ephe-
sians 5:8

Abstain from Passions- v. 11, 2 Timothy 2:22, Galatians
5:19-21

Keep Conduct Honorable- v. 12, 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12,
Matthew 5:13-16

1 Peter 2:4-9
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Why Worship?

August 16, 2026

Worship Service

Announcements

Song: 619 Take Time to Be Holy (Vs.
1,4)

Song: 500 O Thou Fount of Every
Blessing

Prayer

Song: 784 Why Did My Savior Come
to Earth?

Lord’s Supper and Contribution
Song: 572 Send the Light (Vs. 1, 3, 4)
Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:4-9
Sermon

Song: 520 Only a Step

Song: 378 Just a Few More Days (Vs.
4)

Prayer

1 Peter 2:4-9 (NKJV)

Coming to Him as fo a living stone, re-
jected indeed by men, but chosen by
God and precious,

you also, as living stones, are being built
up a spiritual house, a holy priest-
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.

Therefore it is also contained in the
Scripture, " Behold, I lay in Zion A
chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And
he who believes on Him will by no
means be put to shame.”

Therefore, to you who believe, He is pre-
cious; but to those who are disobedi-
ent, " The stone which the builders
rejected Has become the chief corner-
stone,”

and " A stone of stumbling And a rock of
offense.” They stumble, being disobe-
dient to the word, to which they also
were appointed.

But you are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own
special people, that you may proclaim
the praises of Him who called you out
of darkness into His marvelous light;

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. John 4:23




